WASDALE CIVIL PARISH

MINUTES of the Annual Parish Meeting held on Wednesday 18 May 2005 in the Old School, Nether Wasdale, There were present 15 residents plus Councillor David Gray. Chris Berry of the Lake District National Park Authority was among those who had sent apologies.

126. OFFICERS AND REPRESENTATIVES 2005-2006. Chairman: Joss Naylor. Clerk: David Killick. Responsible Financial Officer: David Killick. Cheque Signatories: any two of Joss Naylor, Janet Linaker and Inigo Ford. Internal Auditor: Councillor David Gray. Parish Representatives: Bill Bailey on Cumbria Association of Local Councils, Jack Wakefield and Bill Bailey on Gosforth and Ennerdale Neighbourhood Forum, Gillian Race on the Hidden Britain Centre Committee and John Meeks on the Ravenglass Basin Transport Group. Joss Naylor would try to find a representative for Neighbourhood Watch (including Police Liaison).

127. MINUTES of the meeting held on 8 November 2004 were taken as read and signed by the Chairman as correct. Matters arising: Housing Needs Survey (117): Some residents were disappointed at the decision taken at the last meeting, and it was agreed to invite Rachel Bland (LDNPA) to talk on this subject to the next meeting. Access to Common Land and Open Country (121): The Conclusive Map was on display and the provisions of the CRoW Act would take effect at the end of the month. Much correspondence between the Clerk, the County Council and the Countryside Agency had resulted in the CA accepting they had been wrong about the status of Mill How (between Cinderdale and Forest Bridges), which was indeed registered common land and would be shown as access land when the map was revised (in 2014!). Access to Furness and West Cumbria Study (122c): The Clerk had written to the North West Regional Assembly and had found their reply largely unintelligible.

. 128. FINANCIAL MATTERS. (a) The accounts for the year ended 31 March 2005 were approved, including expenditure of £1340-55 incurred by the Parish Plan Steering Group (details of which were given by the RFO, having already been approved by the Countryside Agency). The accounts had already been audited by the Internal Auditor and would now be submitted to the External Auditor. The Chairman made the required "statement of assurance" to the effect that the accounts had been prepared in accordance with accepted practice.

(b) Items of expenditure for 2005-2006 were approved after Bill Bailey had declared an interest: CALC fee and LC Review £36-50; Insurance £239-87; Grasscutting including relevant insurance £190; Audit Fee £58-75; Postage and duplicating £46; Cumbria in Bloom £5; Use of Community Hall £50; and expenditure within the amount of any grants (e.g. from the LDNPA).

129. PARISH PLAN. The Parish Plan was duly launched and distributed (copies being taken by volunteers to give to those not present). Thanks were expressed to the Steering Group and particularly to Joyce Hughes and Sarah Mitchell (who had "done more work than everyone else put together"). Joyce Hughes introduced the document by stressing that it was now up to every resident to ensure the plan was implemented. The steering group had now disbanded and people should not assume “THEY" were taking matters forward since "THEY" did not exist. Residents were asked to bring the Parish Plan to future Meetings, and in the meantime to notify Joyce Hughes or the Clerk of any corrections needed to the Directory of Facilities, Services and Activities, which would be updated from time to time.

130. PARISH BOUNDARY REVIEW. After three years of frustrating inactivity, Copeland had at last convened a meeting of Parish Representatives to seek agreement on Parish Boundary changes, and the Clerk made available copies of a map (copy filed herewith) showing Wasdale's suggestion put before that meeting. The suggestion was that the Parish Boundary should be re-drawn so that it ran from Sty Head over the watershed of Great End, Scafell Pike, Scafell, Burnmoor, IIIgill Head, Whin Rigg and Irton Fell, turning northwestwards on reaching the forestry 500 metres northeast of Irton Pike. It would then EITHER (A) run northwest along the Greengate-Wrighthow track OR (B) follow Mecklin Beck to the River Irt, then the River itself to its confluence with Kidbeck. The Clerk had formed the impression that the representatives of the other Parishes which would be affected (Eskdale and Irton-with-Santon) were favourably disposed towards the suggestion. The Wasdale Parish Meeting gave its consent, but opinion was divided as to whether variation (A) or variation (B) was to be preferred. It was suggested that the decision should depend on the wishes of those living at the three properties which would be excluded by variation (A) but included by variation (B). The Clerk would write accordingly to Copeland Borough Council, in whose hands the matter would now rest.  It was stressed that Church Parish boundaries would not be affected in any way.

131. HIGHWAYS. (a) Repairs to Lakeside road. Work originally scheduled for May had been postponed because of the likely impact of a road closure on businesses at Wasdale Head. The Clerk read out correspondence he had had with Capita on the subject of vehicle access to properties during the period of the roadworks, and the Meeting agreed that Capita's replies did not give adequate guarantees. The Clerk was asked to write again, with a copy to the County Councillor. (Subsequently, a useful meeting involving Capita, Wasdale Head residents, the Clerk and Councillors Norman Clarkson and David Gray had taken place, and this had agreed that the "least bad" date for the works would be 14 November to January, with road signs saying "Delays" rather than "Road closed", and access guaranteed except between 8.30 and 16.00 Monday to Friday.)  (b) A595 De-trunking Enquiry. This had started and been adjourned, with Wasdale being represented through a Neighbourhood Forum spokesman. (c) Footpath at WasdaIe Head.  Details were available of a proposal to re-draw the footpath map so that it conformed to the actual line. This was seen as non-contentious. (d) Footpath from the Youth Hostel up the valley avoiding the road? The Clerk repeated his offer to show residents a route that involved no new "works" (which would not be allowed on an SSSI anyway). (e) The Screes lakeside footpath. The Chairman said he thought work should be undertaken to make this route safer. (f) Wooden Footpath Signposts. These new signs were welcomed.

132. LDNPA PLANNING APPLICATION PROCEDURES. Parishes were now asked to state clearly whether they did or did not approve planning applications. The Clerk asked the Meeting

 if they wished him to continue his own present procedures, which were to draw the attention of close neighbours to any planning applications he was sent, to notify everyone via the notice board, and to assume approval if no-one objected within a week. The Meeting endorsed these procedures. In future the LDNPA would not be inviting Parish Chairmen to site meetings.

133. NEWS FROM VARIOUS ORGANISATIONS, (a) National Park. There had been a useful litter clearance, organised and led by Chris Berry.  (b) CALC. Bill Bailey spoke about changes proposed to the CALC constitution. (c) WasdaIe Head Green. It was suggested that a sign be erected saying "No overnight camping". (d) Ravenglass Basin Transport Group. John Meeks distributed copies of an informative poster headed "Do you need transport?"  (e) WasdaIe LocaI History Group had arranged a village walk for 7 June at 3 p.m. - open to all.
134. CUMBRIA IN BLOOM, Nether Wasdale Village had been entered for this Competition

and would be inspected on Friday 22 July.
.

135. CORRESPONDENCE. (a) Cumbria Minerals and Waste Development Framework. The Meeting agreed it did not have the resources to respond sensibly to this consultation attempt.           (b) Parish Profile. The County Council had sent information about Wasdale gleaned from the Census. (c) Clean Neighbourhoods and Environment Bill. DEFRA had sent information about this to the Parish Meeting, but when the Clerk phoned about it the Department took time to discover that the provisions do not apply to Parish Meetings.

The Meeting closed at 9.30

